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THE DISTRICT ,COURT 
• ' .. ' 10 

Form 4 - Rule 5 

CRIMINAL PROCEDURE ACf, 1961 

section 6 (1) (d) 

STATEMENT OF EVIDENCE 

DUBLIN ~lliTROPOLITAN , District jtj? 

· ··i~E~~~~~~~~~~··KEttY;· ·J~r:y~orKKLLYI 
CHARLES J. HAUGHEY and NEIL T. BLANEY. 

, ................................... " .... .. ....... ... .... ... Accusecl 

Statement of the evidence that is to be given by .. Diat'ln:u.id .. O.! Riordan, ..... .. . 

~~~~~.~~ .. ~~~ .. ~.~.q~~~, ................ (Witness no. 7 ):-
.a..a.exanura Quay, Dublin. ' 

I am a Surveyor, Customs and Excise, and carry out my duties at 

klexandraQuay, '- Duglin. ,On or about the 23rd March 1970, I 

reeei ved ce'rtain inet,ruotions over the telephone from Mr. ' J. C" 

Buckley, Officer of Customs and ' Excise ', Cus~om House, Dublin. 'As 

a result, then Captain Jim Kelly, the accused, whom I had previously 

known as an Army Offiqer, came to my office on the same day, I 

informed him that I had been instructed to facilitate the 

olearaaee of a consignment·of mild steel plate consigned to Weluks 

Ltd., due to arrive on the m.v. "City of Dublin." Captain Jim 

Kelly was accompanied by another man whom he did not introduce to 

me 'but whom , he addressed as ltJohn." The other man did not state 
I 

his occupation and ~ I ' did ,not 'aSk him. This other man is the 

accused, John Kelly. I informed Jim Kelly that I had enquired from 

'Palgrave-aIrphyts about the arrival time of the m.v. "City of 

Dublin" and had ,been told that she was due to b'erth ' at Ocean Pier 

at 7 a.m. ,on the 25th March 1970. At about 9.00 a.m. nn the 

25th March 1970, I w'ent to Ocean Pier, Alexandra Quay. The 

"Cit. of ~Ptinn was berthed ther~ and the eargo wa~ ' being discharg~ 4 
(681) ,N28031/A.310000.4/69.W.P.W.Ud.22 

I met Jim Kelly there and with him was another man whose name I 

afterwards learned is John Kelly. John Kelly was the man called 
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~~J.t1mn who was with 'Jim Kelly on the 23rd March 1970. They were 

watching the cargo being unloaded. I asked them if the cargo they' were 

llll't.e,res~ed in had come off and they said 'No~ t There was a red truck 

standing by with a driver in it which I understood from Jim Kelly was to 

take the goods away. Jim Kelly and John .Kelly accompanied me back to my 

office where, in their presence I rang Palgrave-Murphyts to have the copy 

manifest of the m.v. 'City of ·Dublin' sent over to me. The copy manifest, 

Exhibit No.1, was examined by myself and by the two Kellys and theypo1nted 

out to me on the manifest that two of the items in the consignment they 

were waiting for had been deleted, by being crossed out but that the 

particulars remained legible. Ttiey said ' that the third item which was 

six bales ' of garments was on the manifest . This was ' the first time I 

heard of garments being part of the consignment. The items which were 

. crossed out but legil;>le on the manifest were "32 packages of safety 

cartridges and 40 packages of safety cartridges, total 72 packages of 

safety cartridges." The two Kellys were concerned about the crossing 

out of these two i te~s, so in th7irpresence I ran'g ~r Wilmot of 

Palgzave-Murphy and asked him -why these items . had not . been shipped. 

After.ab9ut.an hour Mr Wilmot sent me a Telex mess.age, Eeibit No.2, he 

had rec~i ved from Antwerp whi'ch stated that the shipment had , been stopped 

by the Belgian Customs <;Iue to the faC(t that the shippers di~ not bave an 

Export Licence. The Kellys were present with ·me whep I received this 

Telex message an~ ~ showed it to .. them. They were very disappointed 

when they knew. these items did ~ot arrive. Jim Kelly stated · that he 

would have to check l;>ack along the lilfe .and he made a telephone ecall 

from ,. my office. As far as I could see ,it w8:s a local call but I 

cannot be sure as I left the offic~ while he was making the call. When 

I returned to the off~ce I made.a comment to the two · Kellya that the 

cargo I had been instructed to give Customs clea:t:ance to was :BUpposed 

to be mild · ~teel.p~ate l?ut, according to th~ xnanifest, it was cartridges. 

Jim Kelly then told me the goods weremtended tor the defence of the 

Catholics in the North in the ~vent .of ~ anti-Ca~holic outbu~st o~r ' 

violence. Jim Kelly .etated that -the whole transactio~ was ·secret . . ,; .. . ~ . 

J ' but that it had top level approval. J 'ohn .Kelly was present but ,)did 

. ; ' 

'. 
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No. 216 

A'N CHtiIRT DUICHE THE DISTRICf COURT 

CRIMINAL PRO~EDURE ACT, 1 

s~ction 6 (1) (d) 

District Court Area , of , District No . . 
, t , ~ I< 

00 0 0000. 00 . o. 00. 0 0 0 . 0 0 000 • • 0 0 • • • 00 0 0 0 . 0 0 , . 00 0 " 0 • • 0 • • 0.0 ••• 0 .Prosecutor 

.... ' . ' • 0 • OJ: • • ' . 0 ••• • • •• '~ . , • • • • 0 • • 0 •• • •• 0 • " 0 ' . 0 • o. , • 0 •• • 0 •• • o •• • Accused 

nt of the evidence that is to be given by . .. ' .. .. ..... .. .. .. ....... .... .... ..... .... ... . 

•. o. 00.: ••• •• 0 ' •• 0. , ' . ,. ". , ., • •• , •• •• 0 •••• 0 " 0 • • • • ' . (witness no. ):-

St.t .... t o~ D1arau1d O'Riordan ~ cont1aued' 

BOt .alte 8D7 comment. I told ,the KellY8 that as ~ar as CUetoms 

,"" coJaC8rned, the7 ,could take the "bales o"r garments which hael 

co.e a&hore 04 were ,put into shed number 14 or I5. This was the 

'moraing of. the 25th. March, 1970. The lCe'll,.. a:ad I had aeeD the six 

'bal •• aDd were sati8fied that the were the garments referred to 

in the Kaai.:teat. , I did Dot open the bales to examine them. 

Xell,.8 the le:tt laY 6t:t"1ce ed I cannot '8&7 1:t they collected the 

bal •• oD that day or not. I ,8ssuaed they collected thea because 

th.v had a lorr7 a?8ilable. Some 4a7s later, Joha Kelly. called 

to -7 ott1ce and 1~o:rmed ae that Jimmy Kelly had travelled to the 

Coati.eat to see what went, wronS with the consignment. John Kcl17 

enquired 1~ t he ,items which had not arr1wed on ,the 25th. March, 1970 

had arr1Ted yet and I informed him that the7 bad not. I haTe Dot 

bee. instructed before or since for any CUstoms concessions 

regarding any other consignment for the Kellys Or' e1 ther of thea. 

Oa the 25th. March, 1970, I was concerned that I had been instructed 

to racl11tat e the Kellya r egarding a consignment or 'mi ld steel plate 
(881) .N28031/ A.310000.4/69.W.P.W.Ltd.22 
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.her-eaa the Manifest ahowed one 1 tea ot six bales or 
garments and two 1 tems for a total ot 72 packa,e8 o-r a&ret7 

cartridge •• Consequently, wheR the Kell78 le~t 117 office 

I t phoned m7 1 .. ediate 8uperior, Mr. Bernard P. Muldooa, 

.Assistant Colle.tor, CUstoms Hou e, Dublin, and spoke to hia. 

He rani me back, some time ~.ter and spOke to me. About 

the 25th. March, 1970, I gave the Manifest o-r the t 01 t7 or Dubll • 

~or the 25th. March, 1970, and the Telex message cont1raiaa 

the D.oB-ahlpmeDt ot the 72 packages o~ as:rety cartridges 

which I have referred to,' to Mr. ~. ' Tobb, SUperintead811t, 

Customs and Excise, Dublin Castle. . I showed the a:roreaentlone4 

Manifest to Mr. Ua Maol4u1nn, the Assistant Collector, CUeto •• 

on the 25th. March, 1970. 

"i 
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