
 
 

NATIONAL ARCHIVES 
 

IRELAND 
 

 

 
 
 

 
Reference Code:    2001/43/1449 

Title:  Aer Lingus press release regarding importation 

of arms to Ireland 
Creation Date(s):  18 May, 1970 

Level of description:   Item 

Extent and medium:   2 pages 

Creator(s): Department of Foreign Affairs 

Access Conditions:   Open 

Copyright:  National Archives, Ireland. May only be 

reproduced with the written permission of the 

Director of the National Archives. 

 
 

DFA/5 Department of Foreign Affairs

© National Archives, Ireland



DFA/5 Department of Foreign Affairs

© National Archives, Ireland

-Issued verba.lly' at 7 p.m. on Monday, May 18th 

The following statement relating to the ourrent story on a.nother 

a lleged attempt to import a.rms to Ire1$nd, was released today (MaY' 18) by 

Aer Lingua, Dublin. 

On Saturday night last (May 16) we were informed of reports in 

London and Belfast that Lufthansa Vienna had made telex contaot earl;v last 

week with Aer Lingua FrankfUrt requesting space last week for a consignment 

. of arms from Frankfurt to Dublill. Our Chief Press Offiaer oheoked with 

oargo management at our Dublin h~dquarter8 and established that no request 

or report had reaohed us here about any suoh oonsignment. In the knowledge 

of a management standing instruotion that no arms should be transported 

anywhere and that any enquiries for transport ot arms should be transmitted , 

immediately' to headquarters in Dublin, our spokesman then issued a denial 

t o London and Belfast that any contact had been made with us' last week. 

The reports in London continued on yesterday (Sunday) and were 

supported by repeated statements from a Lufthansa publio relations spokesman 

that a telex message had been sent by Lufthansa Vienna to the Aer Lingua 

offioe last week and that Ii telex ~eply had been sent from Aer Lingua 

Frankfurt refusing the oonsignment • . We tried on Sunday to make oontaot 

wit h our Aer Lingus officials in Frankfurt and with the responsible Lufthansa 

offi oi als in Germa~ or Vienna but we failed because this is the Whit 

Holiday weekend on the Continente We did get a garbled message seoondhand 

from an Aer Lingua Frankfurt offioial. It was oontradiotory in its terms 

but left room for doubt in our minds~ In these ' oircumstanoes we felt that 

we had. not enough direot information to reiterate last nighit (Sunday) our 

earli er statement of Saturday night that there was no substance in the 

report or to oontradiot again the repeated Lufthansa statement that 
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telexes bad been exchanged last week between Lufthansa Vienna and Aer Lingus 
. J. 

Frankfurt. We decided to aoeept the Lufthansa statement pending further 

enquiries. 

It is noteworth¥ in all this that no question has arisen that 

Aer Lingua transported or was willing to transport arms at &1\1 time. The 

. CDly faot that needed oonfirmation or otherwise was whether any oommunioation 

was made last week between LuftharuJa Vienna. and Aer Lingua Frankf'url. 

We have today (Monday) interviewed in Dublin our oargo representative 

at Frankfurt. He states unequivocallY', "I did not receive any message and was 

not asked to aooommodate s.ny unusual booldngs in the last week. I am certain 

had the telex oome f'rom Vienna as stated I would have been contaoted for lIlY 

deo18i Oft" • 

In the light of this we are no longer prepared to aooept the 

Lufthansa statement. 

Tomorrow (Tuesday) when staff are available again at our offioe in 

Frankfurt we will make oomplete enquiriesf'rom all persona there. It seems 

to us an unusual coinoidenoe that the same dates of the month, the 14th and 

15th, should have been quoted in this flurr:r of reports as the dates on whioh 

a month earlier - 14th and 15th April - Lufthansa Vienna had 80Ught to reserve 

spaoe for arms on the Frankfurt/Dublin flight and had been refused by Aer 

Lingua. 

NOTE: Following the release of the above statement, Lufthansa German 

Airlines admitted that they had made .. an error :in transmitting oopies or 

telex messages from Vie~ to LondOn. The relev~nt dates should, in faet, 

have read April 14. and 15, and.!2! May 14- and 150 There was, therefore, 

no substanoe whatever in the stores alleging an attempt last week to 

import arms. 

Press Office 
Aer Lingua-Irish 
ffead Offioe 
Dublin Airport 18 MaY' 1970 
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