
NATIONAL ARCHIVES 
 

IRELAND 
 

 

 
 
 

 
Reference Code:    2001/43/1436 

Title:  Test of a statement by Northern Ireland Prime 

Minister Brian Faulkner regarding recent 

statements made on the introduction of 

internment in Northern Ireland.  
Creation Date(s):  24 August, 1971 

Level of description:   Item 

Extent and medium:   2 pages 

Creator(s): Department of Foreign Affairs 

Access Conditions:   Open 

Copyright:  National Archives, Ireland. May only be 

reproduced with the written permission of the 

Director of the National Archives. 

 
 

DFA/5 Department of Foreign Affairs

© National Archives, Ireland



DFA/5 Department of Foreign Affairs

© National Archives, Ireland

Text of statement issued by the Northern Ire land ~ rime Minister , 
Wr . Bria n Faulkner, M. P ., regardin g recent statements made on 
the sit~ation in Nor the rn I rel and . 

b ackqr0u nd of wild a nd oft en illogical talk 
1 e 2 n d d ire c t s tat e C,) en t 0 f a few f act s • 

• h t (' ,. • , \ T 1 _1 ' '- - • t,....· L. 1'" ~ ,"' ; I . 1~..J-F 1 r c; t J \f +; e c:, t ~ "r e 0 T ! \ ! () 1'" T '''1 P r n r P -l n u. 1 S not, 01 u 1. n q ',) .t) e ) r u , .,l. q .~ i t,.. _ '-' _) ' ." ~ .' '. ..." L~ v ~. ...1_ "" R ~ -' _ --. o".J - •• •• . • ~~..... ... • 

....l", ~. 1 ' th )- ~" lJ' ' .. ,1" 1 l ·/· ~nr·' rlor r'r' \!C;:'Y'nrnpnt rl,-' r tr'~ e \.Tnrt·hprn U. uvvn . j'··}e 1 j er L. d e ·. ·n 1 L P O I ·'d . l\-J '- ,n,,·; .. · ··, .L 1 " ij v ·,,).L. ..: j, '.,,' ' . . ! - " 

I reland Gov ernmen t will be shaken in t hei r r es olve t o mainta in 
1,. r -. -1- h .., 'r 1') ~ ." _L r, 1 ,- .,.., .1- (. f + 1.- 1 Tn l' t ('\ d [/ ~ n,--.,,.-l om 1-, \/ 1 \ ! U r L,,, i e r J 1 .--'.. r e.. a n a a s d n t n ' ... c: q r a u a _L L .. .' .~ > 1 e '.j • • '- ! ' " L, \:J ,) .. • I 1..,., 1 

anv campaiqn ,"" be it o'.J tr i qh t terr orism or nolitical blackmail. 
Th~ soo~er - every on e f ~lly iea lises t ha t t he bette r for all of us -
and I me an all of us . 

Sec ondly, above and b e yond our diverqent political aims is the 
, '1" ,- ' 1 1 ... - f!- h ' . t ,~, o v e r - r 1 C 1 n q 1 m D 0 r t ,::j. n ceo T 1: new eta r e :].- -,~ , i 1 S C omm un 1 "Y • .[ )"H? T e 

are con~i0~~ati ~ ns of .~ ?mmuni ty ~ife ich.far ~r0nscend the aims 
and actIVIties of Doll tlca l partles or sem i- polItIcal movements . 
At the moment t ha t " life is b~ ing hli ghted by ec onomic 2nd social 
~llhea~t~, the ge~ms of ~ich f l our ish in an environment of 
Instablll tv, tC?nSl 0n anc) -r ear . C CHl a.ny us pT oqress , can any 
of us orosber , while the v ari ous factio ns of th e IRA and t~eir 
associates ' are allo\"led t o i nfect the w~jole a t mo s()here in vvhich 
we live? 

Thirdly , internment is not aim ed at represSln0 t he Catholic 
c omn: un i t y • The G over n rn c n t t (I () k th e dee i s i .:; n t 0 in t rod !J. c e 
internment with grea t re l uctance; we u terly deplore the 
necessity for it , bu t we are c onvinced that it is absol~tely 
necessary . I t i s i n itself a de te s t Ie instr ume nt and it is no 
panacea for our problems, p ~t th e a l1 eq tion thJt the internment 
operation waS det i ber ately and mali c i ousiy ?ne - s i ded is totally 
witho~t foun da tion . The in s truct ions g iven to t he sec urity 
forces were - and st ill are - that all d angerous men on whom they 
had reliable i nf orm ati on. . ich marked t~lem OIJ, t as definitely 
}nlplic a ted, in t errorist () r g Etnis ,.J ti ons s~''t()u ld }::; 8 a r rest 2d . This 
i sam a t t e ric h has no';.:. ;'i i n Cj t 0 d 0 V,} i t h p ol i tic S fJ r r e.1 i 9 ion . 
I tis a s t r a i 9 h t f 'J r \.',j a. T d mat "1:::, e r 0 f r) 1 :i. cor d er a n d s a f e t y . 

I ther e f ore deplore t he ef forts of t~ose w~o are trying to use the 
internment i s sue to black en the Government as being partial and 
repres s ive. I ~av e s a id it hef ore, but I wish to say it again 
in the plain est p os s ibl e terms: the Gover nme nt is not par tis an 
in any way . Our concern i s for the good of the w~ole community 
without distinction of na rtv or creed . I s a id so on the first 
('I .. I .~. n !."' 1 r' I n + f i A :::l c ' r ') y., : ~ ~ ; ; n i c + . .., 1\ n ,-J r y', \ , ' I .. ]. h t -::. "t ... . dy L . ·. n ... Jp ~J.L . ..... Ct:;:; (} . .:.) i· ...L. ..L L,e 1.'/; .1 11 .;.. . • ) iJ el . (-\liU ,z./ >,I" orus " a,\ic: no . 
stood alone - they were qJ ickly fo l l o~ed b y act i on . With in three 
mont~s, the ~Qv ernme nt ha0 od ~ced c 00crete and f ar - reaching 
parli ame nt ary pr oposals a l~ed a t ass~rln q at most observers 
t ~ r o· J 9 h O!J t t h C' Vv 0 r .1 d f e 1 t \,\1 a s a v e .r y f a ir and u s :~: f u 1 p ar t for 
the e 1 e c ted CD P 0 sit ion t 0 ~ .' \ ..1.. a yin t ~l C:? ru n n i n q 0 f 1\,1 0 r t 1-1 e T n I :r e 1 and . 
And I had mad e i tel ear t :.) a t t he c~ ov r::: r n r.1 e n t 'I~' ; a S con s i. d e r i n 9 s till 
(' 'h , . 1 1" t t' . -I U r ~C: . _ e r In E? as ' J. ~ e s vrl 1 ~ 1) \,V 0 .... J.. 0. , 1.. n s r f: n 9 n e n '1 n SI the par 1 i am e n tar y 
ma C ~ln e, c ~nt l nue t~ls process . 

-- ~ , , l' ~ F • 
.i : " (} sea re p r 1 n C 1 pal ''': em s ° ~ 0 urn 0 1 1 C Y ... and t ~l e V .r em a. ins 0 • 

\;,1 e w i J.1 n ot b e cl e f 1 c? et c d f r orn the in b ee a ') s e () f the' cur r (-? Ii tat tit !J d. e 
of tho positi on . Nor , I \'J ould emoha .c;ise aT P ' f)P oni no to abandon 
.Lj_ . 11 1'" .c I -- , ~ " ~., ,. _- :)-- -:;; 

l de ':) t-; 0 r 0"( n e r DO l C 1. 0 S 1 n th e .L ace 0 f c 1 a n"l 0 u r fr om tho s eon t r'je (; t h c r 
" f th J ' .J. ' ~ I 

Sl (1 8 0 -- il e p O._ l ClcaJ.. s pec-cr !.Jrn vvho C T',,! 'b e tra·ya_l' o-,t evp"('v",; Cl' r'fn 0'.1.' \ - - ",) . "::) , .. 
c 0ange and nr ogress in the community . 



DFA/5 Department of Foreign Affairs

© National Archives, Ireland

-2-

behalf of their constituen ts the re sp onsibi l i t i e s of worthwhile 
oarticipati on i n the af fa i rs of the co~ntry ? Do th ey imagine 
that they can make comrr: on c c]'Jse vv ith t he extr em i sts t ayand 
hope to esca r e their cl ut ches tonorrow? 

Surely what is need ed in North ern Ireland today is constructive 
talk and cooneration betw2e n re snons ible 0 800 1 e of all democratic 
c· art l' Cl r r. '0 r ty\ ::J l /' e 1'1 0 ,-,., l' C J... -:l ',.r e ' .... t") ·", . 1 t + h l' 's 'a J l .-i:-" n1 0 t" rat !~ -.:l r e i"'.' -.., - c; .-:J • .L '" _ , I ! : r ..... G. 1 .': i . ,~) L 8 . \ .. ' -::;:I . • ~ '._! ... . ", :. , - ... \ .. '. t:; , 1 \..,.. _ . .J c)' ..; 

thr c·a tc'ned by the men bo ', ind th e b r)rnb a nd the bullet . Cc uraqe 
may ben e e d e d on a 11 s i c1 e s : b IJ t i f ~J 0 , C Ol) r a (j e 'J s t no\;') b e -
d~~play~d . Th e Gov? r nme nt i s c e r tai~ly willing to appro ach 
thlngs 1n a n()n - partls an manner , s eklng not to ma ke short - term 
politica l ca p it al but to s e rve the whole community and the 
common good . 
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