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Following a request from Senator McGill that I meet 

a Nationa11et P;arty deputation (the result 0,'£ this request 

to be conveyed to Senator Lennon) I i.netncted Mr. O'Dowd 

to lntol'Blr.cAteer of this request and to say-that I 

was willing to m t s a 4eput,ation and suggost-ing that 

Mr. ; cAteel' might makearrangellente., It wes :aJ'panged 

that the deputation auld come at 3 p.m. on Fridel' 15th., 
t4, , ,',' . 

r. Austin 0 rry andr,. O'Rellly M.~ •• ,El,rrived at about 

3.45 p. • I sa them fop about 20 m1nut~$". ]: iffV. ~em 

an outl.ine of: rec nt Government d.ec1s1ons,an'~ aet1,Q,fts 

taken as a result of them, in relation to tho;l sltuatioJ1 
(,;l.f : \ 

in theorth. .r. t;or17 ,t who ' as the, ma1n ;, e~oklt,. n, 
.- , 

told that thee1 tuat10n in to ,8 euc~ :Si{l;?ungannon and 

Coal Islan,d was xplos1ve aQ4, eepec'1all;r urg~>dme that 
. ....:; ~ 

any ann,Qun'c menta I ould make in !'Slatlon. "to' what we were 
" t ,' >~, 

do1n« should high-light the word "protect10;:n:r 'for the 
r-. , .j '. ' 

, ~ \:: ' ... 

Catholic population. I gave the'm an 1n.d1 'cat~on of ou r 
~\. 

'", 

attitude to the opl of the North generallY,\, that we 
'~>; 

'" ' 'i' 

regarded them all as Ir1shmen (with a vie :!'to ""l~Vg-term 

settlement of the national problem.) and that lle !f'\'Uld rest , "u\,~, 

, ,', i ,'~\ 
,assured t.bat e er particularly anx1ousabout th~~~\ 

, 'I~t " 

situation of' th Catholic population. They klJ?pea~to 

appl'ove ot the aetion tha t OUl' Govemllle~t ~ad talteh;·~$o£ar. 
, ,1\ v, 

;\ ' 

, ~ 
Immediately afte arde 1 sa ' DeputyO,o~~:;@n who Ihad 

\ ).~ "'\ ... 

madesl'equest for a meeting earlier tn , th, 4ay. I ags,in 

outlined the develop ent as we knew them and'" !ndioated 

the deci.sions ,and actions that we had tak,en.. \ We dl,seussed 

the problem in a general way. 

he repeated his request for the recallot thk :r.ntlJ.. I told 
. ,c 0" 

\ .. ''\ , 
him I ould recon ider the matter aa t in ,any eve.~tf it may 

::, " 
,\ 

be neoessary in the light ot certain decis~on,s. , D:~~uty 
• . ~~ ... ':':-~ :"l' 

Cor1eh left after about 20 m1nut , a. 1 

( 

( 
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At that , tags I as informed that Senator Lennon of 

Armagh bad arrived and I agre d to se'e him for a short 

whIle. Hie main purpo e ot visiting me as to give an 

outline of what had oeCUl'red in Armagh tlle prev10u 

night hen a young man h d be n kill d. He said that he 

had attended a meeting called by the C1vil Rights 

Association at ·th Town Hall and that afterwards· many of 

those ho had attended the meeting ere standing around 

and hie direct ay to his hoe as blocked and he had to 

drive around an alternat1v route. As he a~ doing so 

be sa . numbers o,fOC including B Speoials at d1tferent 
.. 

point At After h e ehed his home he heard some shots 

and he . s informed that these S oDscwere fired by a 
~ .. ' . 

~roup of B SpeC:ial · ho approached in two un.lighted car 

be.hind til ero d of people, so e o~ whom had recently left 
\ 

the ~,q.R ·A. meeting and others h~ , ere onloc<Mi's,·,:·",· ·Thay 
'\ ~" . 

:f1 ~. shots into the ero d, ound1ns one man seriously,. 
'~ 

anothlr man lessser10u ly (he 'as not sure of' this) and 
~ 

II" 
anoth~:r man fatally. Be oul produce affidavits h1ch 

;i 

" would 'bear out what he had told me. He asked that a 

protest be mad by u1n London about this incident. 

I told hi that at that mont Dr. Hillery as probably1n 

consultation with Lord Chalfont. expected he auld ring 

me fter hi . meeting h n I ould have. the opp rtuni ty of 

asltlng Dr. Hillery to convey the protest. senator Lennon 

left at about 5.20. 

J. LY , .. H 

16th August, 1969. 
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