
 
 

NATIONAL ARCHIVES 
 

IRELAND 
 

 

 
 
 

 
Reference Code:    98/6/495 

Title:  Cancellation of visit of HMS Lofoten to Cork – 

includes Garda report on proposed IRA attack 
Creation Date(s):  September 1965 

Level of description:   Item 

Extent and medium:   4 pages 

Creator(s): Department of the Taoiseach 

Access Conditions:   Open 

Copyright:  National Archives, Ireland. May only be 

reproduced with the written permission of the 

Director of the National Archives. 

 
 

Department of the Taoiseach TSCH/3: Central registry records

© National Archives, Ireland



Department of the Taoiseach TSCH/3: Central registry records

© National Archives, Ireland

30·b. Sept <fir, 1965. 

Dear cO. '-- 0. 

~-ltbr fer C 0 our' 41 ·cus ·icm till·s . omin8. 
w . , I sbo ' erry' a I.t·ter to . _. 1 of ·to.day' . . 4 t 

ad t ·n eacl art ·eto 8 ."0 t the pM)P08 d i it to 
Cork of B. .. .. • lQ,¥" Bext . ath. I bay BO . aubadtted 
tne ' ttero the ' ao se eb and, bay . 8\lgge.ated 'to h . 
ttl ,t. it b., a r '.' e tha it 'WOul.be et er t ,bat tne v ·81t 
should 81> ' t . ,1 ' c . • 18 algh\, 8e , th ,rltt.h 

<" ] , :eaader; t 11 bl tbat, eur 1Dt o atioa 1atbat , 
eaOUl.' d t ·b vi , f;" . Plac<-i it '111 al.o.~ . cartaiDly 
c:reate . ood de' 1 o · troub ;',8; and that .e .. ·eel tnat. i : 
th lll,ter .. ' of ,oed relatlo:a. 'between the· two couatr.-i·l!s. 
l ,t . i .- at . e ter if the British aut.hontle cou ' d finG 
80 . pr ttext tor c.allc , lliaS t~e visit .. they might. or 
co.rae • . reter" orre~entatloaal purr;os·es. to ret. ,r 
tOft, s.c · c e l ' 10.0 as a poatpo _en of the vi it . 

proyes the d·optloD of ,t . sugge.tio 
the leaa:er ottbe two· .,,118 .• 

copy of tbis letter t'O l erry •. 
tor ttl . 

. S. 6nt1¢tt,51 
, . J. eC •• n. s • • (2) 
Secr'et. ry. 
O~ art ;eat 0 1 At air • 

Peter' Berry , Es q . , 
Secretary , 
Department of Justice. 

For your information 111 connexion with your 
lett er of this morning and our subsequent telephone 
conversations. A • . u 6 l..lt ! 
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, , 
Dear 0 Nua11ain, 

ROINN Dli AGUS CIRT 
(Department of Justice) 

BAILE ATHA CLIATH 
(Dublin ) 

Visi t of Bri ish Warship to 
Cork 12th to 17th October. 

With referenc e to our correspondence of 21st and 22nd 
September (8 16571 H~ I enclose, for the Taoiseach's 
information, copy of a Garda report of 29th September on 
the same subject. I have had discussions with the appropria te 
Garda Officers 'Nho assure me that their information is reliable. 

Up to now, our informa tion was that the warning notice 
and any action contempla ted could be l a id a t the aoor of 
irre sponsible el emen ts in Cork but"now" the situation ha s 
developed and t he I. H.A. Organisation itself is planning an 
arme~ attack . For that purpose, prominent members of I.R.A. 
H . Q .~have visited Cork surveyin g possible sites for firing 

~ ~~~! on the Lofoten. The Gardai say that it would be almost 
~ ,~ttj impossible to fully provide against an attack a s the approaches 

nW/V'lT'to Cork Harbour, on both sides of the river, mea sure over.20 

j
) miles and there are i nnumera ble poin ts from l/J"hich rifle fire 

~6t · could be di rected at the vessel. The Ga rdai would proba bly 
effect a r r es ts \I[i thin a short time after firing commenced but , 
in that time ~ loss of life and injury to property might occur. 

In the se circumstances, an d having regard to international 
tension gen erally,perhaps t~ne question of having a pproaches 
ma.de to have the visit postponed or cancelled mi ght be 
reconsidered . 

Encl. 
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AN GARDA SIOCHANA 
.If ._ II.y '0 tltis COftlJ". •• SC4Itk>11 sMuld b. 
114d".UM to:· 

COMMISSIONER. 
GARDA SlOCHANA, 

PHOENIX PARK, 
DUBLIN 8. 

",.d th. fo11oWifig 1t.mbn quoltJd: 

3C/15/65 

aEORET 
The Secretary, 
Department or Justice. 

OIFIG AN CHOIMISINEARA, 

BAILE ATHA CLIATH. 

Proposed Visit of Br1tish Warship, 
HMS "Lofoten," to Cork from October 

. 12 to 17. 1965. 

Further to this office communication of September 
22, 1965, I am directed by the Commissioner to intorm 
you that confidential informat1on has been received to 
the effect that the IRA Army COWlc11 has authorised an 
attack by its members on HMS "Lofoten" during its visit 
to Cork. Full agreement has been reached on the torm 
of attack, which is to consist ot three separate ambush 
parties manned by a total of twelve men. The arms to 
be used will be a Vickers machine-gun, a Bazooka, a 
Lewis machine-gun and a number of rifles. Fire 1s to 
be concentrated on the control room and bridge .. The 
purpose ot the fire 1s to cause casua.ltles to the crew 
and damage the ship. It was agreed by the Counc1l 
that the 108S of IRA persormel by way of arrest or the 
loss of arms is immaterial provided the object is 
successful. 

Arrangements have also been made for the distri
bution ot leaflets prior to and during the ship's visit, 
and a protest campaign will be carried out berore its 
arrival. 

Chief Superintendent 
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