














CHAPTER 8 

Towards Restored Devolution 
Contents 
Devolution in the UK 
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Review of the Agreement 
St Andrews Agreement 2006 
Northern Ireland Assembly election March 2007 
Return to power sharing 

the suspension' of the'institutions and return of direct rule-in Octobei 
It discusses the political stalemate following the 2003 Assembly eiel: 
and rne exlenr of un on st d saffect.on wlth tne mpiementar on of In, 
Frlday~Befast Aqreemenl The chapter presents tne proposas on rh 
of the political parties and the British and irish ~ovepnments for rest 
devolution in relation to the Review of the Agreement in 2004. It the! 
highlights the important amendments to the 1998 Agreement made 
Northern Ireland (St Andrews Agreement) Act 2006. Finally, the chap 
charts the political events surrounding the 2007 Assembly election, 
agreement between the DUP and Sinn Fein and the restoration of d< 
power sharing on 8 May 2007. 
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Key issues to be covered in this chapter 
The different forms of devolution in the UK 
Stalemate during the post-suspension period 
Efforts made byihe ~ r 1  sn ana lr sn Governmenrs ro restore oevolution 
S gn f cance of tne St Anorews Agreement wh ch maae severa changes 10 
the Good FridayIBelfast ~greement 
Events that led to the restoration of devolved power sharing, including the 
significance of Sinn Fein's support for the police and the DUP's willingness 
to form a government with republicans . Early successes of the power-sharing executive formed on 8 May 2007 
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Devolution in the UK 

Devolution was established in the UK by the Labour Government at 
the end of the 1990s. This process of constitutional reform radically 
changed the political landscape of the UK. The previous chapter out- 
l i e d  the institutional framework for devolved government in Northern 
Ireland under the Good Friday/Belfast Agreement. Before exploring 
the political developments following suspension of the institutions in 
October 2002, this section presents the similarities and differences 
between the devolved structures in Northern Ireland, Scotland and 
Wales. 

Northern Ireland 
In Northern Ireland, power was transferred to a Northern Ireland 
Assembly elected by proportional representation (STY with 108 
MLAs. Devolution in Northern Ireland meant a power-sharing admin- 
istration, formed on 29 November 1999 between the four main parties: 
the UUP; the SDLP; the DUP; and Sinn Ftin. Importantly, devolution 
in Northern Ireland was not just about the internal arrangements for 
power sharing, it was also about apeace agreement and addressing the 
important northsouth and east-west relations via the North-South 
Ministerial Council and the British-Irish Council, respectively 

The Northern Ireland Act 1998 contains three categories of leg- 
islative power: excepted; reserved; and transferred. While excepted 
matters relate to defence, immigration policy, currency and interna- 
tional relations, reserved matters include policing and criminal law. 
AU other matters are transferred matters which deal with the areas of 
domestic affairs such as health, education and the environment which 
were handled by the Northern Ireland departments under direct rule. 

Scotland 
Devolution in Scotland established the Scottish Parliament with 129 
Members of the Scottish Parliament elected by the mixed member 
proportional representation system and the Scottish Executive. Under 
the mixed member proportional representation system, seventy-three 
MSPs represent individual geographical constituencies elected by 'first 
past the post' with an additional fifty-six members returned from eight 
additional member regions, each electing seven MSPs. The first two 
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